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6 Beyond nationalism 
Rabindranath Tagore's university 
and the politics of the self 
Sukalyan Chanda 

. 1901. the poet Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) established a school 
in a quiet and solitary place in western Bengal. That place had come to be 
Loown as Santiniketan (the Abode of Peace). By the end of the second dec 
ade of the 20th century, the institution evolved into an international univer 
sity. This essay seeks to explore the ideological underpinnings of Tagore's 
ideal of Visva-Bharati, his university, and some of the nuances it entailed. 

Let me begin by talking about a particular literary text that offers inter 
esting insights into the idea of Visva-Bharati. Shortly after Tagore's death 
on August 7, 1941, the Bengali poet and academic Buddhadeva Bose pub 
lished an account of his visits to Santiniketan. This brief memoir, titled Shab 
Peyechhir Deshe, is a lively portrait of Santiniketan in the final months of 
Tagore's life.' Santiniketan, Bose writes, could be regarded as India's cultural 
capital (Bose 1998, 41); but, he cautiously adds, its cultural outlook could 
not be considered as being narrowly nationalistic (43). It is a synthesis of 
India's cultural heritage and the vitality of Western civilisation (41). Bose's 
memoir portrays a community that was always hospitable to guests. It easily 
assimilated guests, including foreigners, and accepted them as friends (43). 
Bose writes that at Santiniketan one discovered one's own cultural identity 
in a way that helped one to strengthen one's friendship with others. This 
essay focuses on the ideological paradox inherent in this ideal of a way of 
Iiving that is quintessentially Indian and, at the same time, receptive to other 
cultures. 

lagore conceptualised Visva-Bharati, his university, as the site of a dis 
inctive mode of education that, he hoped, could initiate a union of cultures. 

s tempting to assume that his university represented a complete rejection 

U the ideological imperatives of nationalism. I will resist such a reading 
y arguing that Visva-Bharati remained grounded in an idea ot selt-respcct 
at had affinities with anti-colonial nationalist thought. Visva-Bharati 

foregrounded the idea that the colonised race needed to strengthen its cul-

Wethood so as to equip itself for a self-respecting relationship with the 
West. One of Visva-Bharati's principal objectives was to assert chat India, 

despite being materially impoverished, could offer its cultural inheritance 
to the other cultures of the world in return for what it received from them. 
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Financial Inclusion in India: 

An 
Intertemporal | Study 

Papita Dutta 

19.1 Introduction 

Financiall inclusion refers to the bringing of unbanked section of population under the 
purview of formal banking system in a sustainable manner. It implies the provision 
of timely, adequate, affordable, and sustainable formal financial services like saving, 
credit, insurance services, equity, and. access to remittance facilities to the unbanked 

people. RBI I defines financial linclusion i as 'The process of ensuring access to financial 
senvices and I timely and adequate credit where needed by vulnerable groups such as 
weaker sections and low income groups s at an affordable cost.' Unbanked people are 

hose who are beyond the reach of formal financial institutions. Financial inclusion 
is recognized as an easy and cost-effective instrument to achieve the goal of inclu-
Sive development across the world. The sustainable development goal will remain 
anatainable, until maximum people come under formal banking system. Financial 
inclusion not only protects the vulnerable and deprived population, who borrow 
from spurious village money lenders at a higher borrowing cost, it also direct their 
ligujd asset in productive channel with some interest earning rather than keeping it 
under a mattress. It helps rural poor people by making them self-sufficient and better 
financial decision take. The easy availability of financial services such as savings 
and payment account, credit and credit insurance, pensions, etc. helps individuals 
and firms to invest maximum amount in business opportunities, education, save for 
retirement, insurance against risks, save for unpredictable situations, etc. It helps the 
poor to receive appropriate and timely payments of several social security measures 
hrough the Direct Cash Transfer program. Thus, it plays a crucial role in preventing 
concentration of economic power with a few individuals and corruption. Financial 
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Inclusion is also recognized as a tool to alleviate income poverty and inequality from 
Ihe country and accelerate the economic growth (Banerjee & Newman, 1993; Beck, 
el a., 2009; Nanda, 2019; World Bank, 2008). A report of Reserve Bank of India 
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