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6 Beyond nationalism

Rabindranath Tagore’s university
and the politics of the self

Sukalyan Chanda

[n 1901, the poet Rabmdran.ath Tagore (1861-1941) established a school
in a quiet and §0_lltary place in western Bengal. That place had come to be
known as Santiniketan (the Abode of Peace). By the end of the second dec-
ade of the 20th century, the institution evolved into an international univer-
sity. This essay seeks to explore the ideological underpinnings of Tagore’s
ideal of Visva-Bharati, his university, and some of the nuances it entailed.

Let me begin by talking about a particular literary text that offers inter-
esting insights into the idea of Visva-Bharati. Shortly after Tagore’s death
on August 7, 1941, the Bengali poet and academic Buddhadeva Bose pub-
lished an account of his visits to Santiniketan. This brief memoir, titled Shab
Peyechhir Deshe, is a lively portrait of Santiniketan in the final months of
Tagore’s life.! Santiniketan, Bose writes, could be regarded as India’s cultural
capital (Bose 1998, 41); but, he cautiously adds, its cultural outlook could
not be considered as being narrowly nationalistic (43). It is a synthesis of
India’s cultural heritage and the vitality of Western civilisation (41). Bose’s
memoir portrays a community that was always hospitable to guests. It easily
assimilated guests, including foreigners, and accepted them as friends (43).
Bose writes that at Santiniketan one discovered one’s own cultural identiry
in a way that helped one to strengthen one’s friendship with others. This
essay focuses on the ideological paradox inherent in this ideal of a way of
living that is quintessentially Indian and, at the same time, receptive to other
cultures.

Tagore conceptualised Visva-Bharati, his university, as the site ot a dis-
tinctive mode of education that, he hoped, could initiate a union of cultures.
Itis tempting to assume that his university represented a complete rejection
of the ideological imperatives of nationalism. 1 will resist such a reading

Y arguing that Visva-Bharati remained grounded in an idea of selt-respect
that had affinities with anti-colonial nationalist thought. Visva-Bharao
foregrounded the idea that the colonised race needed to strengthen 1ts cul-
tral selthood so as to equip itself for a self-respecting relationship with the
St One of Visva-Bharati’s principal objectives was to assert thac India,
CSpite being materially impovcrishcd, could offer its cultural mhentance

Vthe other cultures of the world in return for what it received trom them

DOL: | 0.4324/9780429285493-Y
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ABSTRACT

engal

Sodium alginate grafted polyacrylamide (SA-g-PAM) has been studied as potennal. corrosion inhjpjy,, on'

aluminium in acidic medium using weight loss method followed by quantum chemical calculatiop, The : mﬁd“‘ﬂ
concentration and exposure time was investigated. The results obtained show that the inhibition efﬁciency ::l °f""ﬁ%-:
increase with increase in concentration and it become maximum (85.67%)_31 a concentration of 50y PPmM oth’ i'ﬂ%
where as for Al it was found to be 72%. High inhibition efficiency is maintained for about 24 hoyr, The ads, : .m'lldlh‘
grafted polymer on the metal surface obeyed the Langmuir adsorption isotherm. The resujt obtaineg ;ftmnb!u‘
spectroscopic measurements confirmed that the inhibitor forms a complex with Fe®* ion. To better und.Dm L
adsorption mechanism, quantum calculations using density functional theory were performed. Filing b

Keywords: Sodium alginate grafted polyacrylamide, weight loss method, UV-vis spectroscopy, DFT

Introduction

Corrosion inhibition of metals and alloys by the suitable inarganic and organic inhibitors has been the focus ofresem
decades. Presence of heteroatoms like S, N, O, as well as aromatic groups and large molecular volume makes the bj N
suitable to act as good corrosion inhibitor. But their limitation has brought many researchers to look forward towargs the g,
alternative and more eco-friendly corrosion inhibitors. Research  on biocompatible green corrosion inhibitor has >
tremendous impetus primarily due to environmental concern. In recent years, naturally occurring polysaccharides and thay
derivatives have also been found to be excellent alternative corrosion inhibitors {Umoren and Solomon, 2014, Roy et al, 2014
Moreover, the selection of an inhibitor is governed by it's economic feasibility, efficiency and side effect on the environmentA [y :
of natural and synthetic organic polymers are reported in this respect but most of them are either expensive or non-biodegradsy;
The improvements in the properties of both natural and synthetic polymers can be . ~“iaved by graft polymerization. In graft 5.
polymerization, natural polysaccharides are chemically modified by inclusion ¢ ithetic monomers onto their backbone '
[Srivastavaet al, 2010, Banerjeeet al, 2012,Chowdhury et al,2007 ,Sen et al,2010, Mishra - . . “en 2011j

B-p-mannuronic acid and a-i-glucuronic acio are the two uronic acids present in Sociv: = aiginate [Obotet al, 2017). Na-alginate is
an important industrial polymer with a wide range of applications. It is also widely usc-. for the carrosion protection of coppe
[Jmiai et al, 2018] mild steel [Sangeetha et al, 2016] Magnesium. Alginate exhibits properiies like biocompatibility, non-toxicy
biodegradability as a biopclymer(Klock et al, 1997).The incorporation of polyacrylamide (PAM) on to the backbone polysaccharide;
allows the resultant co-paiymers to shaw novel functionality, which possibly increases the corrosion inhibiting properties. The
advantages of using of the arafted polymer lies in it's occurrence in incredibly rich sou

Omdeq,g ;

|

ke |

purpose of this study is ts investigate the effect of sodium alginate
aluminjum corrosion in HCl selution using weight loss method.

Materials and Methods

Materials :Soluble Na-alginate from Merck was L'rsed without further purification, Ceric Ammonj . ¢
used as received. Hydrochloric acid (HCI), Acrylamide & Acetone are used as reagent, mum Nitrate (CAN) from SRL wa

: g ization: lymer of Na algi
Synthesis of Graft Co-polymerization:The graft copoly ginate- was s £ . b S
irﬁtiation method.The typical experimental details are as follows a reaction temper. ynthesized using ceric ion induced redox

. . Ty ature of 300K was s ious
experience. Sodium alginate 0.3125 g was dissolved in 10 ml of distilled wate, at room femperam?ji?ﬁ-, bca:::: ;‘r: 2:;r?,-:;wand "1

. i bout 15 min. Acrylamide (1.0662 :

bubbling of a slow stream of nitrogen for a \ 9m) was dissolvey | ! sta

mixed with sodium alginate solution. The oxygen-free nitrogen was purged through the solutionc;ol? 2?}?mcrr1n A:J ::‘H;"ed ;V :t:;lif::
; is stage 3.

e e
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inclusion refers to the bringing of unbanked section of population under the
- of formal banking system in a sustainable manner. It implies the provision |

purt 'L,h, adequate, affordable, and sustainable formal financial services like saving,
ol }ﬁtia;u,ame services, equity, and access to remittance facilities to the unbanked
;r; lié_ }iBI defines financial inclusion as ‘The process of ensuring access to financial
. nf: cs and timely and adequate credit where needed by vulnerable groups such as
' eaker sections and low income groups at an aﬁ’qrdable cost.” Unbanked people are
those who are beyond the reach of fonnfil ﬁpancnal institutions. Financial inclusion
 recognized as an easy and cost-effective instrument to achieve the goal of inclu-
ive development across the world. The sustainable development goal will remain
unattainable, until maximum people come under formal banking system. Financial
inclusion not only protects the vulnerable and deprived population, who borrow |
from spurious village money lenders at a higher borrowing cost, it also direct their |
liquid asset in productive channel with some interest earning rather than keeping it }
under a mattress. It helps rural poor people by making them self-sufficient and better |
financial decision taker. The easy availability of financial services such as savings i
and payment account, credit and credit insurance, pensions, etc. helps individuals | 1
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and firms to invest maximum amount in business opportunities, education, save for
relirement, insurance against risks, save for unpredictable situations, etc. It helps the
poor Lo receive appropriate and timely payments of several social security measures
through the Direct Cash Transfer program. Thus, it plays a crucial role in preventing
concentration of economic power with a few individuals and corruption. Financial
inclusion is also recognized as a tool to alleviate income poverty and inequality from
the country and accelerate the economic growth (Banerjee & Newman, 1993; Beck,
¢tal, 2009; Nanda, 2019: World Bank, 2008). A report of Reserve Bank of India
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Persistent and Emerging Challenges to Development
Insights for Policy-Making in India

['his book covers a wide range of the issues in development studies. Recognizing
the existence of manifold challenges in achieving and sustaining economic development,
it is divided into four sections—(i) The Macroeconomy: Foreign Trade, Structural
Transition and the Environment, (ii) Health and Standard of Living, (iii) Education,
Human Capital and Evolution of the Employment Quality in India, and (iv) Banking
and Credit: Access, Efficiency and Stability. The book brings together a right mix
of senior and young economists who use cutting edge econometric techniques and/
or revisit a perennial question with much sharper focus and tools to unravel insights
that are important and will inform tomorrow’s theorisation and policy making.
The volume looks at important questions like spatial concentration of low infant
and child health outcomes, trade liberalisation and export quality, intergenerational
occupational mobility, multidimensional poverty incidence in rural India, robustness
of the banking sector, to name a few. To do so, the contributions use novel and esoteric
methods like machine learning, spatial econometrics, system GMM, quintile regression
and counterfactual decomposition (QRCD), and so on. The rich collection holds
importance for researchers and policy makers alike, and also for practitioners working
in different developmental sectors.
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